FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request information from Leicester City Council.

Information requested:

Please may you provide me, in Microsoft Excel or an equivalent electronic format, with a list of invoices that were not paid within 30 days for the last 6 financial years which would feed into the Regulation 113 Notice you are required to publish each year as part of your obligations under The Public Contracts Regulations 2015, with the following information for each invoice (where available):
· The name of the Supplier

· Supplier email address

· Supplier company registration number

· Supplier postal address

· Supplier telephone number

· Supplier website

· The date of the invoice

· The invoice reference

· The gross value of the Invoice

· The date the invoice should have been paid by

· The actual payment date of the invoice

· The total amount of interest liability due to late payment of the invoice

· The total amount of interest paid to the supplier due to late payment of the invoice.

For the avoidance of doubt the above would be based on the data as summarised at https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/dataset/accounts-payable-supplier-payments-summary/table/?disjunctive.financial_year&sort=financial_year for the financial years 2016/17 to 2021/22 inclusive.

This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000
The majority of the information requested is publicly available via the Council’s website, therefore, Section 21 of the Act is applicable and this information is accessible by other means. 

All spend over £500 is published
Expenditure exceeding £500 - 2023 — Leicester Open Data
Payments made within 30 days

Accounts Payable - Supplier payments summary — Leicester Open Data
The details of each supplier are published, in terms of their contact details and websites etc.  this too will be searchable and already in the public domain.

In respect of the supplier invoice reference, while recorded in in the Council system, is not disclosed to the wider world as it is considered that placing a combination of this with other supplier details, provides suitable information to allow cloning and creation of fake invoices to defraud the Council and that the provisions of the exemption to disclosure contained at Section 31 of the Act apply. 

The Council has considered the public interest (defined here in terms of the public benefit) in disclosure, as opposed to the factors that would prejudice the Council’s ability to process invoices securely and considers in this case that withholding disclosure of the requested data from the wider world would prevent useful information that would add to the sum of criminal knowledge outweighs the benefits of disclosure. In reaching this conclusion we have taken account of ICO guidance and decisions, including that relating to Camden Council (ref: IC-103935-R3T4, date: 20th October 2022), which supports this approach.

The remaining information requested is also exempt from release. Section 12 of the Act allows a public authority to refuse a request for information where the cost of dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450 (equivalent to 18 hours of work).

Staff would need to trawl through hundreds of thousands of Invoices and records to collate the additional information you’ve requested, requiring months of officer time.
This is therefore a refusal notice under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
