Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Street Works Permit Scheme
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. In respect of your council’s Street Works Permit Scheme please can you provide me with a copy of the original Permit Fees Cost Matrix Workbook for the Permit Scheme as referred to in section 3 and B 10 ff of the Traffic Management Act 2004 Permit Fees Guidance document (published July 2008 and subsequently withdrawn 17 May 2016).
Answer:

Our permit scheme did not come into force until after the guidance in question was withdrawn, so we do not have a Copy of the Permit Fees Cost Matrix Workbook to provide. Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by the Council.

2. The total amount paid to any external consultants (including names, if available) in connection with the development, implementation, or operation of the street works permit scheme, including preparation of the permit fee matrix.

Our consultants were Saanchi Solutions.  We would view the amount paid to them as commercially sensitive.  This is exempt under the provisions of Section 43(2) - Commercial Interests. This letter therefore is a statutory refusal notice required by Section 17(1) of the FOIA Act.  

Disclosure of this information would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the Public Authority holding it).

This is a qualified exemption under the FOI Act which means that consideration must also be given to whether in all the circumstances of the case the public interest favouring disclosure is greater than the public interest in maintaining the exemption. The public interest means what is in the best interests of the public not what is of interest to the public. 

We have considered whether the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 

There are a number of public interest arguments that weigh in favour of disclosing the information you have sought: 
• The general proposition of maximising openness that the FOIA and the Council aspire to; 

• The benefits of ensuring transparent and accountable government by disclosing how the Council receives and spends public money;

However, there are also public interest arguments against disclosure: 

• Releasing the requested information could prejudice the Council’s current or future negotiation capabilities. 

The public interest in withholding the requested information outweighs the public interest in disclosure of the requested information. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
