FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request the following information relating to vacant / empty residential properties within Leicester City Council boundaries.

1. The number of residential properties currently recorded as vacant, broken down as:

· Vacant 6–12 months



999
· Vacant 12–24 months


988
· Vacant 24+ months (long-term empty)
1209
2. Where available, a list of the addresses of properties empty for more than 24 months. (I understand owner names cannot be provided for GDPR reasons—addresses only will suffice.)
The Council is of the view that residential empty property information is exempt from disclosure under section 31(1)(a) – Prejudicial to Law Enforcement which states:

“(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would, or would be likely to prejudice –

(a) the prevention or detection of crime.”

In debating if the use of this exemption is applicable, we have considered the public interest test. 

The arguments for releasing this information are as follows:    

· To release the information would assist the general public interest in openness.  Important aspects of which would include the increase in public debate concerning empty properties and how they are secured within Leicester.

· The council accepts that it is accountable for empty properties and it understands that information may be requested to help bring properties back into use, which would be in the financial and commercial interest of the public. 


While the arguments for not releasing this information are as follows:


· There is a strong public interest in avoiding the likely prejudice to the prevention of crime.  Tackling these types of crimes would involve a significant strain on public expense and it is in the public interest to ensure that public resources are used cost-effectively

· the public interest in avoiding damage to property

· the efficient use of public and police resources

· the potential for indirect consequences of crime, for example the impact on neighbouring properties of crimes perpetrated on the empty properties


It is felt that the public interest in preventing crime from being committed outweighs the public interest in releasing the information.

In determining whether this exemption is engaged, we have taken into account the findings of the First-Tier Tribunal involving Voyias and Camden (EA/2011/0007)  

http://www.informationtribunal.gov.uk/DBFiles/Decision/i942/EA-2011-0007_2013-01-22.pdf and more recently the following ICO decision notice:

https://ico.org.uk/media2/migrated/decision-notices/4029169/ic-274382-j3y0.pdf
The disclosure of the addresses would be likely to prejudice the prevention of crime. If a list of the addresses were to be disclosed then these properties would become more vulnerable to squatting, associated crime and other forms of criminal activity. Including, but not limited to, criminal damage, extraction of electricity and the stripping of empty properties, this would increase the social and economic costs in these areas as a result.

3. Whether these properties are:

· subject to the Empty Homes Premium (council tax), and/or
661 of the empty properties are subject to Empty Homes Premium charges

· part of any Empty Homes / Compulsory Purchase programme.
We are working with owners across the city.
4. Whether the Council is willing to forward a letter or email on my behalf to the owners, inviting contact regarding a potential purchase/renovation to bring the property back into use.
We are unable to assist with this request.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
