FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
With regard to supported living clients, who have care and support delivered to them in their own homes occupied under tenancies signed by either them or their authorised representatives or by administrative order from the Court of Protection, what percentage receives their budget via a direct payment, directly or indirectly under sections 31 or 32 of the Care Act, as opposed to receiving a commissioned service? 
34%

Do you provide any general advice or information to those interested in the welfare of people for whom supported living is regarded as an appropriate way of meeting their needs, about the possibility of receiving their budget via a direct payment? Please link us to it if so.
We start with the most general of advice. This can be found on our  Adult social care weppage. When it comes to the specific needs of individual, this is explored through  discussions with the person and where appropriate with family, friends, any advocates, and other professionals who may be involved in supporting the individual. 

Does your council have any kind of a policy or practice whereby people who are tenants in supported living, whether it counts or not as 'specified' accommodation, are not permitted to receive their budget by way of a direct payment? 
No 

In an individual's situation if he, she, they or their advocate or informal supporter were to enquire about the possibility of their having a direct payment for their budget in supported living, how would the care plan/budget sign-off officer or officers approach that question with regard to the fact that one is allowed to refuse a direct payment on the basis that it is not an appropriate way of meeting a need? 

This would be approached on an individual basis, taking account of the individual’s preferred option, the accommodation provider and, the care provider arrangements or contracts in place.  Whilst there is a legal right for councils to refuse direct payments where they believe them not to be an appropriate way to meet needs, we would not use this to automatically discount direct payment requests for people in supported living.
In supported living households where you make a contract for the meeting of needs of the people sharing the house with one care provider, how do you achieve compliance with s25(11) of the Care Act if the occupants or any one of them does not have sufficient mental capacity to consent to sharing their care plans and the budgets required to meet each person's individual needs? Please provide a prose answer if none of the following apply:

a) you believe you can make a best interests decision as the council responsible for meeting the needs and that that is sufficient to comply with the very specific contents of that particular section?
b) you believe that the consent of people's best interests consultees is sufficient to comply with that section?
c) you believe that a registered finance and property power of attorney or deputyship is sufficient to comply with that section?
d) you believe that only a registered welfare power of attorney or deputyship is sufficient to comply with that section?

People’s circumstances would be addressed individually and legal advice sought where necessary.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
