Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: void homes
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Question1. What was the average void period for council-owned residential properties in your council area in the last 12 months?
 if that period is not available, please instead provide the most recent 12 months of data
Response: For the period 01/02/2025 to 31/01/2026, the average void period was 151 calendar days (please note this figure includes properties such as those used for decants, any fire damaged properties, any structural repairs and properties beyond economic repair which are not voids but classed as voids. It is also advised we use the void period to remove asbestos, undertake significant capital work, complete Housing Health and Safety Rating System assessments (HHSRS) and undertake Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) and Legionella risk assessments at each void property. This could lead to the figures unlikely to be comparable with other Local Authorities who measure their voids in different ways and do not undertake such works.

Question2. Please provide both mean, median and maximum void periods for Question1

Response: Mean number of days - 151

Median number of days - 148 

Highest number of days - 358

Question3. How many properties became void during this period (Q1) but were never re-let?


Response: 851 properties became void during this period, 402 voids have been let, 30 properties are going through the letting process, 10 are being used as decant properties (for emergency decant situations) and a further 4 being disposed of or converted for other use.

Question4. What was the number of properties that were already void at the start of this period and remained un-let throughout the period? (Q1)

 

Response: 23 properties remained un-let for this period. This figure includes decant properties which cannot be let, properties being disposed or converted for other use such as temporary offices for projects or community use.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk

Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
