FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
This is a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. I would like to request information relating to online schools. For the purposes of this request, “online schools” refers to online education providers that offer a full curriculum or represent a child’s main or only source of education.
Please note that this is different to a previously submitted FOI in which I requested information about the subcategory of unaccredited online schools. The FOI that I am submitting now is asking for data about all online schools, not just unaccredited ones.

I reiterate that for the purposes of this request, “online schools” refers to online education providers that offer a full curriculum or represent a child’s main or only source of education.
To help you provide the information requested, I have attached a template table that I would be grateful if you could use to complete the answers. Please fill in the cells highlighted in yellow.
Please provide the following information:

1. The total number of children the council has funded to attend online schools in each of the past seven academic years (2018/2019 through to 2024/2025 inclusive). Within each academic year, please break down the total by:
Zero – the local authority do not use online schools as an only source of education therefore, the answer to all of the questions below is zero. 

a. Children in primary education (Key Stage 1 and 2)

b. Children in secondary/further education (Key Stage 3 and above)

c. The percentage of these children that qualify/qualified for free school meals (but not including infant free school meals).

d. The percentage of these children that have/had special educational needs and/or disabilities.

2. The total amount the council has spent on this attendance at online schools in each of the past seven academic years (2018/2019 through to 2024/2025 inclusive).

3. For the three academic years 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025, please break down the total spend by each online school provider (and name them).  

4. If the information requested in Question 3 is provided, it will not be necessary to answer this question as the information will already have been provided. If it is not possible to provide the information requested in Question 3, please answer this question (Question 4) instead:                                                                                                                                                                

The names of the online school providers used in each of the past seven academic years (2018/2019 through to 2024/2025 inclusive).

Please remember to break each answer down by academic year. To help you provide the information requested, I have attached a template table that I would be grateful if you could use to complete the answers. Please fill in the cells highlighted in yellow.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
