Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: SEND/management panel
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Thank you for your detailed reply and for clarifying the function and general composition of the SEND/Management panel.

I understand that membership can change as required and that, in your view, operational meetings do not typically publish their details. However, as a contracted provider, the decisions made by this panel have a direct impact on service provision, pricing, and contractual obligations. For that reason, having clarity on its current membership and structure would be very helpful and, I believe, in the wider interests of transparency and good practice.

I would therefore be grateful if you could:

1. Confirm whether there is any existing publication or public record relating to the panel’s membership or structure, and if so, share the link or document.
Answer:

It is assumed that reference to panel is the SEND Transport Panel. There is not a public record as it has an advisory function surrounding internal processes and is not decision making. This letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by the Council.
Policy decision making is published on the Council’s website Decisions, meetings and minutes. The panel operates within the published SEND transport policies and in accordance with statutory guidance in the public domain. 
The panel has no scope surrounding contracts and publication of appropriate documentation surrounding contracts is in line with procurement protocols. All decisions surrounding contract provision, pricing and obligations are governed by the council’s constitution, procurement and contract law. 

2. Provide the current names and positions of the panel members, along with its hierarchy structure, for our reference.
The SEND Transport Panel is chaired by the Strategic SEND Transport Lead or the Head of SEND Integrated Services. Membership comprises various operational teams including the Special Education Service, Transport teams, Business Support and others in accordance with need. All teams report into the Strategic Director of Social Care and Education. The council’s senior management structure is published on Senior Management Structure — Leicester Open Data. Decision making surrounding the actions taken at SEND panel is governed by the policy as per the published details on the council’s website Decisions, meetings and minutes. 
Information is exempt under section 21 of the Act – accessible elsewhere.

3. Confirm whether minutes, terms of reference, or governance documents exist for this panel, and if so, whether these can be shared.

Governance documents are in place in line with internal best practices, they cannot be shared as they contain personal officer information and this is an advisory board. Governance documents surrounding the policy and decision making are available on the councils website Decisions, meetings and minutes. Minutes cannot be published as they include highly sensitive discussions surrounding needs of young people. The information is withheld as exemption section 40(2) -personal data apply. The Council judges that disclosure to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified, legitimate & explicit purposes.
Please note that for individual appeal panels (which are convened on an ad hoc basis as required), parents / carers are introduced to the particular panel members processing their application and receive supporting documentation. This is subject to Local Government Ombudsman oversight and again in line with published statutory guidance. 
If, for any reason, the information cannot be shared, I would appreciate it if you could let me know the relevant policy or legal basis so that I can consider the appropriate next steps.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
