Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: out of area SEND placements
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. The annual number of out-of-area specialist SEND placements commissioned by Leicester City Council for pupils aged 11–18 for the last 5 academic years.
Answer:
	Financial Year
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24
	2024/25

	Placements
	111 
	118 
	124 
	166 
	201 


2. The associated annual costs (placement fees and transport) for those placements for the same period.

	Financial Year
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24
	2024/25

	Placement cost
	7,093,257 
	7,466,118 
	8,199,462 
	11,373,611 
	13,738,189 


Regarding information surrounding SEND Transport costs. This data does not exist in an accessible format to derive the requested information. It has not been a statutory requirement for local authorities to collate this data until notice was formally received in December 2025. 
Following a request for a voluntary return from councils to the Department for Education last year, a data working group has been developing information to support the first statutory return in February 2026. 
Available data will be routinely published on the Leicester open data platform following this. It is not available at present as the multi-disciplinary team co-ordinating the data need to conclude this work over the coming weeks.  The information requested is therefore exempt as it is intended for future publication in line with Section 22 of the Freedom of Information Act.
3. Copies of any internal reports, briefings, or options appraisals relating to the need for specialist secondary SEND infrastructure produced in the last 5 years.
4. Minutes or summaries of meetings where SEND placement sufficiency or specialist secondary provision was discussed by SEND commissioning teams.
In respect of Qs.3 & 4, the main decisions are published on the Council’s website. The formal executive decisions can be accessed via the following link:

Decisions, meetings and minutes    
The website contains a search function, so you are able to search for the relevant information. 

This letter therefore constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain, i.e. the Council’s website.
In relation to internal documents, the Council applies s12 FOIA which states: 

S12(1) – Section 1(1) does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit. 

The appropriate limit for the Council is £450. This is set out in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulation 2004 SI 2004 No 3244. 

The Council can take into account the following activities for the cost of compliance: 

· determining whether it holds the information
· locating that information or a document which may contain the information;
· retrieving the information or a document containing; and 
· extracting the information from a document containing it.

The time spent on these activities must be at a rate of £25 per hour. 

The council does not keep a central record of all of these documents. In order to identify all internal reports, briefings, or options appraisals relating to the need for specialist secondary SEND infrastructure produced in the last 5 years together with minutes or summaries of meetings where SEND placement sufficiency or specialist secondary provision was discussed by SEND commissioning teams, officers would need to search through a number of records, and email accounts of various officers and member. Once the search had been conducted, officers would need to read each result to determine whether there was reference to this information. This would take in excess of 18 hours. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
