Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Public Health Funerals
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am writing to request the following information regarding funerals arranged by the Council under Section 46 Public Health Act 1984 (England and Wales) and Section 87 of the Burial and Cremation Act 2002 (Scotland).

 

1. How many such funerals has the Council arranged since 17 September 2025?

Answer:

3  
2. In each case please disclose:

a) The name and last residential address of the deceased
b) 
The deceased’s dates of birth and death
c) 
Whether the deceased’s next of kin/family members have been traced
d)
Whether the deceased’s estate has been referred to the Government Legal Department or elsewhere
Leicester City Council holds the information you have requested.

The council applies s31 of FOIA in relation to this part of your request which states: 

31-(1) Information which is not exempt information by virtue of section 30 is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice -

(a) the prevention or detection of crime

Disclosure under FOIA is to the world at large and therefore the information would be available to all members of the public. The Council therefore considers that disclosure of this information would prejudice the prevention of crime. 

This is a qualified exemption and whilst the Council acknowledges there is a public interest in transparency of such information, there is a greater public interest in reducing any criminal activity.  

The Council finds that the public interest test falls in favour of maintaining the exemption.
3. Has the Council passed this information to any other individual or organisation (either formally through a FOI request or by other means)?
No

4. What is the Council policy on referring Bona Vacantia matters to the relevant authorities across the UK? 
Leicester City Council refers to bona vacantia any estates with a known value of greater than £500 where we are not aware of any next of kin. 

5. Does the Council work with any genealogist? If so, which?
No

6. Does the Council publish a list of Public Health Funerals it has arranged?
No

If so:

a) Where is the list published (please provide web url if on-line)?
b) 
How often is the list updated?
c)
When was the list last updated?
N/A

7. Who in the Council is responsible for the Council’s Public Health Funerals? Please advise us of their names and contact details.

The Council can confirm that this information is held, however, disclosure of personal data relating to junior members of staff below Heads of Service are exempt from release as the Council considers that to be an absolute exemption under Section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under Section 17 of the Act. 

The Council judges that disclosure of this information to the wider world under the Act would constitute a breach of Data Protection principles, notably Principle 1-fair, lawful and transparent processing and Principle 2 – processing for specified, legitimate & explicit purposes. 

Please email any enquiries to:

environmental.health@leicester.gov.uk
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
