FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1) Please provide the number of home educated children known to your local authority as of the 30th September 2025.

2) Please state how many of these started home education/became known to your service after 25th July 2025. 

3) Please state how many home educated children are currently considered CME or not in receipt of a suitable education. This question relates to any child that was known to be home educated before concerns arose 

4) What is the status of the children counted in question 3, for example the child has moved out of the area and address now unknown, notified the education is not suitable, served a s437(1) notice to satisfy, or served an SAO (in Scotland attendance order was served). 

4) State how many s437(1) have been served since the 30/9/2024 to 30/9/2025. 

5) How many SAOs (attendance order in Scotland) served in that same time period. 

6) Clarify whether the s437(1) and SAO figures are per parent/caregiver or per child.

7) Explain the status of each SAO (attendance order), for example the child was sent to school upon receipt of the SAO, awaiting court date, home education deemed suitable therefore SAO revoked. 

Leicester City Council holds the information you have requested and responds as follows: 
1) Please provide the number of home educated children known to your local authority as of the 30th September 2025. 

Response: 871


2) Please state how many of these started home education/became known to your service after 25th July 2025. 
Response: 152


3) Please state how many home educated children are currently considered CME or not in receipt of a suitable education. This question relates to any child that was known to be home educated before concerns arose 

Response: 29

4) What is the status of the children counted in question 3, for example the child has moved out of the area and address now unknown, notified the education is not suitable, served a s437(1) notice to satisfy, or served an SAO (in Scotland attendance order was served). 

Response:

In the process of tracking (believe may be resident out of city) – 5 or less 
Court case heard and found guilty - in contact with parent about education – 5 or less
SAO process due to start - 5 or less
SAO issued - court – next step - 5 or less
Parent stating EHE and will provide more - considered to be CME at present possible illegal employment - 5 or less
SAO process started – on hold as parent is engaging - 5 or less
Parent now engaging – no decision re suitability of education - 5 or less
At s437(1) stage – next step SAO will be issued - 5 or less
At s437(1) stage and parent will share information on EHE - 5 or less
SAO3 issued - parent said will provide evidence of suitable EHE - 5 or less  

Social care involved – ongoing - 5 or less
The Council applies s40(2) in relation to the exact numbers on the basis that providing such small numbers is likely to indirectly identify those individuals involved. As such, the information is personal information and there is no lawful basis on which to process it under GDPR/Data Protection Act. 

5) State how many s437(1) have been served since the 30/9/2024 to 30/9/2025. 
Response: 

Child number = 82 (this is all children irrespective of whether parent has stated they are EHE).

5) How many SAOs (attendance order in Scotland) served in that same time period. 
Response: Child number = 55 (this is all children irrespective of whether parent has stated they are EHE).

6) Clarify whether the s437(1) and SAO figures are per parent/caregiver or per child.
Response: per child

7) Explain the status of each SAO (attendance order), for example the child was sent to school upon receipt of the SAO, awaiting court date, home education deemed suitable therefore SAO revoked. 
Response: 

For SAOs issued during the period in question, the outcomes are below:

Court = 19

Registered at a school = 11

Ongoing (no outcome) = 10

Following SAO being issued, child was over school age = 8

Family moved into another LA = 5 or less
EHE suitable – 5 or less
Investigating whereabouts - 5 or less
The Council applies s40(2) in relation to the exact numbers on the basis that providing such small numbers is likely to indirectly identify those individuals involved. As such, the information is personal information and there is no lawful basis on which to process it under GDPR/Data Protection Act. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.


If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
